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freedom. A considerable number of these
immigrants joined other freedom loving
Americans in becoming leaders in the anti-
slavery movement. And thousands of Ger-
man Americans volunteered to fight for the
Union in the Civil War.

On this day, Americans of all backgrounds
commemorate our Nation’s close relation-
ship with Germany. German Americans have
influenced our history, strengthened our
ideals, and enriched our culture, and, in the
years ahead, they will continue their noble
role in helping to ensure the vitality of our
democracy.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2001,
as German-American Day. I encourage all
Americans to recognize the contributions of
our citizens of German descent to the liberty
and prosperity of the United States, and to
celebrate our close ties to the people of Ger-
many.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., October 9, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Partnership for Peace
October 5, 2001

Dear lllll :
Pursuant to section 514 of the Foreign Re-

lations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994
and 1995 (Public Law 103–236), and section
205 of the NATO Participation Act of 1994
(title II of Public Law 103–447), I hereby
transmit to you this report concerning Part-

nership for Peace (PFP) developments
through July 15, 2001.

The PFP continues to build on the record
of success it has compiled since its inception
in 1994. Partners have continued to use the
PFP actively and effectively to build stronger
ties with the Alliance and develop closer co-
operation with their neighbors. The PFP and
its political component, the Euro-Atlantic
Partnership Council (EAPC), have greatly fa-
cilitated the incorporation of Partners into
NATO operations in Bosnia and Kosovo. The
PFP support of the Membership Action Plan,
initiated in 1999, continues to help those
partners that want to join NATO to imple-
ment reforms. Continued enhancements to
PFP have provided an improved mechanism
for Partners to develop interoperability with
NATO, which will be necessary for future
NATO-led Alliance/Partner missions.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to Joseph R. Biden, Jr.,
chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; and
Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, rank-
ing member, House Committee on International
Relations. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 6, 2001

Good morning. Today I want to update
Americans on our global campaign against
terror. The United States is presenting a
clear choice to every nation: Stand with the
civilized world, or stand with the terrorists.
And for those nations that stand with the ter-
rorists, there will be a heavy price.

America is determined to oppose the state
sponsors of terror. Yet we are equally deter-
mined to respect and help the men and
women those regimes oppress. Our enemy
is not the Arab world. Many friendly Arab
governments are, themselves, the targets of
extremist terror. Our enemy is not Islam, a
good and peace-loving faith that brings direc-
tion and comfort to over one billion people,
including millions of Americans. And our
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enemy is not the people of any nation, even
when their leaders harbor terrorists. Our
enemy is the terrorists themselves and the
regimes that shelter and sustain them.

Afghanistan is a case in point. Its Taliban
regime has made that nation into a sanctuary
and training ground for international terror-
ists, terrorists who have killed innocent citi-
zens of many nations, including our own. The
Taliban promotes terror abroad and practices
terror against its people, oppressing women
and persecuting all who dissent.

The Taliban has been given the oppor-
tunity to surrender all the terrorists in Af-
ghanistan and to close down their camps and
operations. Full warning has been given, and
time is running out.

The Afghan people, however, are the vic-
tims of oppression, famine, and misrule.
Many refugees from that unfortunate nation
are on the move, and sadly, many Afghans
are on the verge of starvation.

America respects the Afghan people, their
long tradition, and their proud independ-
ence, and we will help them in this time of
confusion and crisis in their country.

America has long been the largest source
of food and humanitarian assistance to Af-
ghanistan. This week I announced an addi-
tional $320 million in aid to the Afghan peo-
ple, to those within Afghanistan and those
who have fled across borders. Despite efforts
by the Taliban to disrupt these critical aid
shipments, we will deliver food and seeds,
vaccines and medicine by truck and even by
draft animals. Conditions permitting, we will
bring help directly to the people of Afghani-
stan by airdrops.

This aid will help Afghans make it through
the upcoming winter. For the longer term,
I urge Congress to make funds available so
that one day the United States can con-
tribute, along with other friends of Afghani-
stan, to the reconstruction and development
of that troubled nation.

Helping people in great need is a central
part of the Jewish, Christian, and Islamic tra-
ditions, as well as many other faiths. It is also
a central part of the American tradition. Even
as we fight evil regimes, we are generous to
the people they oppress. Following World
War II, America fed and rebuilt Japan and

Germany, and their people became some of
our closest friends in the world.

In the struggle ahead, we will act in ac-
cordance with American ideals. We’re offer-
ing help and friendship to the Afghan people.
It is their Taliban rulers and the terrorists
they harbor who have much to fear.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:50 p.m. on
October 5 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 6.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 5 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at the National Fallen
Firefighters Memorial in
Emmitsburg, Maryland

October 7, 2001

Thank you very much. Joe, thank you for
those kind words, and thank you for your out-
standing service in a difficult time for our
great land.

I want to thank Hal Bruno and the direc-
tors of the National Fallen Firefighters
Foundation for the outstanding leadership
they have shown in recognizing America’s
heroes.

I want to say thanks to the members of
the Maryland delegation who are here, Sen-
ator Sarbanes, Senator Mikulski, Congress-
man Hoyer, and Congressman Bartlett. I
want to thank you all for being here. I want
to thank the local officials who are here. I
want to thank the firefighters from all around
America who have come to comfort the fami-
lies of the fallen.

I want to say hello to the moms and dads
and husbands and wives and sons and daugh-
ters of the fallen. Laura and I are honored
to be here with you today as we remember
the lives and sacrifices of your brave relatives.

Two years ago this weekend, I attended
a memorial ceremony in New York City hon-
oring fallen firefighters, and standing nearby
were Chief Peter Ganci and many others who
are now gone. None of us on that day could
have imagined what was to come, the scale
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